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Father Chris writes

D

ear Friends

I do hope you had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. As I
write, we are approaching the end
of January and the end of the
Epiphany season, where we look
back at the events of Christmas
and Epiphany as we prepare to celebrate Candlemas on the 2nd February. Candlemas is the time when
Jesus is taken out into the world,
the quietness and holiness of the
birth in the stable is left behind in
order to fulfil the customary law of
purification and dedication before
going home.
Candlemas is a time when we look
forward to when the Light of the
World is given to us at Easter. The
feast, being at the beginning of
February is well placed as we begin
to come out of a dark winter and
look towards the brighter Spring.
The 2nd of February is also known
as the Presentation of Christ in the
Temple, when Joseph and Mary, on
their journey home to Nazareth, go
to the Temple in Jerusalem for the
purification. For any baby born at
that time, their parents would have
done the same, this custom continues to this day. In the Temple, the
Holy family are met by Simeon and

Anna, two elderly people, who had
given their lives to God, recognised
that here was the Saviour of the
world, for whom they had been
longing. They both praised God,
but Simeon went one step further
and warned Joseph and Mary that
their son would be at the centre of
great controversy. He also warned
Mary of the pain she would feel as
her son took this course of life.
(Luke 2. 34-35)
Candlemas is also the feast that
prepares us to move from Epiphany to Lent, it bridges the seasons of
Christmas and Easter. As we picture
Mary in the Temple, cradling the
baby Jesus in her arms we can’t
help but picture the same Mary
who cradles her grown Son in her
arms as he is taken down from the
cross, wondering about the meaning of Simeon’s prophecies. As
Mary is reduced to weeping over
his lifeless body in her arms, she
could not have fully comprehended
this meant anything but the end.
She would discover, as we have,
that we live in the light of the Resurrection.
The Candles we light at Candlemas,
remind us why we have Christmas
candles. Christmas has no meaning

unless we understand the meaning
of Good Friday, and there is no
meaning to Good Friday unless we
understand and have Easter faith.
Candlemas links together the lights
of Christmas and the lights of Easter, it links the Incarnation and the
Resurrection.

I pray you each let your own lights
shine, ‘In the same way, let your
light shine before other, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
(Matthew 5.16).
Every Blessing
Fr Chris

Easter
‘When is Easter this year?’

How many times have you heard that question or asked it yourself? Why
can’t it be at the same time each year, like Christmas or Michaelmas or All
Saints’ Day? Well I thought I would try to find out and explain.

The term ‘moveable feast’ very quickly comes to mind. Bede in 725 succinctly wrote ‘The Sunday following the full moon which falls on or after
the equinox will give a lawful Easter’. But this does not exactly answer all
the questions. It does not follow all the ecclesiastical rules and many
learned tomes have been written to expound on the matter. Complications
have arisen from the commemorations of the early church, whereabouts
you were worshipping in the world and local customs. For our simple purposes, it is safe to say we follow a lunisolar calendar (linked to the movements of the sun and the moon) and following on from the Hebrew calendar.
In practice this means that Easter Sunday is the first Sunday following the
‘Paschal’ full moon – on or around the spring equinox - that is, between 22
March and 25 April. These are of course the rules for the Western Church,
which follows the Gregorian calendar, which was established to correct errors in the earlier Julian one. If you follow Eastern Orthodox tradition, your
computations will be different. They use the original Julian Calendar which
is thirteen days different. This may all sound unimportant and ‘nit-picking’
but it serves to demonstrate that we need to understand what Easter is all
about.
We may see Easter as a commemoration and celebration of Jesus’s time
and life on earth, but it is rooted far deeper in the history and faith of the
Jewish people. We have to go back to the earliest stories of the Old Testament when the Jewish tribes fled from Egypt to seek the Promised Land.
They were ‘saved’ from slaughter when they marked their homes with ‘the
Blood of the Lamb’ and left to wander in the wilderness until they found
their new home. This was marked by the Passover feast, still celebrated in

Jesus’s time. The Last Supper was the Passover meal. So, we can set the timings
for the events of the Easter season and find them confirmed in the Gospel accounts.
We can delve more deeply into traditions of the Jewish people but that will
take a lifetime. It is always interesting to see how closely our lives and customs
are linked now with the past.
One closing thought to confuse you more . . . where does The Synod of Whitby
fit into all of this??
Mary Upton

LENT COURSE
Sunday 3.30pm
on March 6,13, 20 and 27th and April 3rd
at St Peter & St Paul’s Church Kedington
Father Chris will be running a ‘Lectio Divina’ Lent Course
Lectio Divina (Godly reading) is a contemplative way of reading the Bible. It is a
way of praying the scriptures that leads us deeper into God’s word. We slow
down. We read a short passage more than once. We chew it over slowly and
carefully. We savour it. Scripture begins to speak to us in a new way. It speaks
to us personally and aids that union we have with God through Christ who is
himself the Living Word.
For more information please contact Father Chris on 01440 762901 or by
email: stourheadbenefice@gmail.com
A Prayer for Lent
Holy God,
Our lives are laid open before you:
Rescue us from the chaos of sin
and through the death of your Son
bring us healing and make us whole
in Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.

March is for Daffodils, Leeks, Shamrocks, Salt, Music and Woodbines!
Most people will be aware that March begins with St David’s Day on the first day
of the month when the Welsh wear daffodils, and some still proudly pin leeks to
their chest - leeks were the traditional emblem but today the daffodil seems
more popular. Then 17 days later the Irish wear shamrocks to celebrate St Patrick’s Day, and, of course, there’s Mothering Sunday. But March is also the time
the Church has 14 other special days, some well-known, others not so.

Among the other well-known saints celebrated by the Church this month is Joseph of Nazareth (19 March). Often overlooked in the early Church, Joseph has
become an icon of the working man. There are many churches dedicated to
‘Joseph the Worker’. He stands in the Church calendar for the ‘ordinary’ person, a
straight-forward craftsman who never expected or chose to be in the spotlight of
history. He did what he could, and he was obedient to everything that he believed God required of him. To do the ‘ordinary’ thing well, to be visited by the
Angel Gabriel who announced that Mary was to become the mother of God’s
son.
One of the lesser known saints of March is Chad, sometimes known as the recycled bishop (2 March). He died kind, caring and open to guidance: these are great
gifts, and Joseph seems to have had them in abundance. Closely linked with Joseph is another special day in the Church calendar - ‘The Annunciation’ on 25
March. It celebrates the conception of Jesus exactly nine months before his birth
on 25 December. Chad died in 672AD - after being consecrated as bishop, deposed, and then reconsecrated again. The two bishops who consecrated him first
time around were, it is said, ‘dubious’. Chad took his dismissal with good heart,
and peacefully retired. But then Pope Theodore had second thoughts: Chad was
of excellent character: humble, devout, and zealous. So, he reconsecrated him as
the first bishop of the Mercians. Second time around, Chad was a great success again. When Chad died, he was quickly venerated. People believed his bones,
would bring healing. Even today, four large, recycled bones, dating from the 7th
century, and believed to be Chad’s, are in the Roman Catholic cathedral in Birmingham.
Another less well-known saint from the same era is Rupert (27 March). He is the
saint for those who like The Sound of Music - or salt with your food! Rupert was
Bishop of Worms and Salzburg, and he founded the great monastery of St Peter

in Salzburg in the 8th century, firmly establishing Christianity there. True, it
would be another eleven centuries before a certain young Julie Andrews wandered about singing of her Favourite Things and Something Good, but today
Salzburg is the ‘Sound of Music City’! Not only did the real von Trapp family
once live there, the movie was filmed in and around it. Rupert helped the people by developing the local salt mines and his emblem is a barrel of salt.
Although not venerated as a ‘Saint’, the Church of England remembers on 8
March a WWI hero best known today as ‘Woodbine Willie’. He was the Rev
Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy MC, a much-loved army chaplain who served on
the Western Front in WWI. When the war broke out, he was vicar of St Paul’s
Worcester and he volunteered to go to the Western Front as a chaplain. Life on
the front line in the trenches was a desperate affair, but he hit on a way of
bringing a few moments of relief to the stressed soldiers - as well as good cheer
he handed out ‘Woodbines’, the most popular cheap cigarette of the time. He
once described his chaplain’s ministry as taking ‘a box of fags in your haversack,
and a great deal of love in your heart.’
March is the month to remember God’s extraordinary work in our world with
simple ‘Favourite Things‘ such as daffodils, leeks, shamrocks, salt, music and
even Woodbines – but not on 9 March, which is No Smoking Day!
©Association of Church Editors

A bishop had fallen seriously ill and was told by his doctor not to have too
many visitors. However, when his long-term agnostic friend called he was
ushered to the bishop’s bedside.
“My Lord bishop,” said the visitor, “I do appreciate you seeing me
when other friends have not been admitted.”

The bishop replied, “Well, it’s like this; I feel confident of seeing my friends
in the next life, but I was concerned that this might be my last chance of
seeing you.”
©Association of Church Editors

KEDINGTON
BUTCHERS
TOP QUALITY
MEATS
Home-cooked
Hams
Game
Orders taken
01440 703119

An unusual stained-glass window
St Mary the Virgin Great Bradley
Here is this issue’s article in our series looking at some of the history of the
churches in our Benefice.
One of the most striking features of
our church, St Mary’s Great Bradley,
is the window at the east end of the
chancel, above the main altar. One
half of the window shows Christ on
the Cross while the other half depicts a young soldier in the trenches
against the background of a burning
battlefield.

The inscription below reads ‘To the
glory of God and in loving memory
of Reginald Connor Phillips Wilder
1st Suffolk Regiment, killed in action
in the Great War Nov 17th 1914.
This window is erected by his sorrowing Parents and Brothers’.
Reginald, or Rex, Wilder was the son of the Rev Burnard Wilder (18661931), one of the four Wilder brothers, who were all in turn rectors of the
parish, for a total of 74 successive years. Their memorials can be seen on
the north wall of the chancel.
In his Sermon Register, Burnard Wilder wrote extensively not only about
church matters but also about village life, providing a valuable insight into
social and economic conditions at the time. Here he records how he received the news of his son’s death: 29.11.1915: On Monday, November 23.
A telegram from War Office announcing the death of my 2nd son. “Rex C.P.
killed in action Nov.19 1914, R.I.P” Held a Memorial Service for the poor
old fellow at 3 pm on the afternoon of the 29th. Church more than full.

Service conducted by Rev. B Fleming. May (Rex’s mother), who feels the
blow terribly, still in bed with neuritis, but slightly better today.
The window was dedicated on Whitsunday 1919 at a ceremony conducted
by Burnard himself: During the week March 21-28, the stained glass East
End window and stone work were inserted to the memory of Rex. Following
this, on 28th at Evensong there was a good congregation.

The window is based on a well-known and popular WW1 painting by James
Clark, originally named ‘The Greatest Sacrifice’, later known as ‘Duty’. The
painting became the model for other stained glass windows, notably in St
Mary Magdalene, Enfield. Clark donated the painting to the War Relief Exhibition in aid of the Red Cross, where it was bought by King George V in
1915. It still hangs in the Battenberg Chapel at St Mildred’s Church, Whippingham, on the Isle of Wight, in memory of Queen Victoria’s grandson,
Prince Maurice of Battenberg, who was killed at Ypres.
Opinions have differed over the concept of the original picture. At the time
some serving soldiers felt it didn’t fully reflect the horrors they had experienced, while others found it offered comfort that their loved ones’ sacrifice
had not been in vain. The juxtaposition of the battlefield scene and the crucifixion would probably not be acceptable in a modern church context. Interestingly, none of the current guides to church architecture consider the
window worthy of mention. However it is a fascinating and moving monument from a earlier age.
As John Seymour says, writing about St Mary’s Great Bradley in his Companion Guide to East Anglia, (Collins, 1970) ‘There is some corking glass in
the east window-of a Rupert Brooke-type young soldier in the trenches. It
will be a collector’s piece in fifty years’ time.’
Perhaps that time has now come!
Sue Ireland
Information from https://greatbradley.weebly.com/ published-histories.html

HUNDON AND THURLOW PRIMARY FEDERATION

Laying the foundations for a bright future
Hundon CP School,
North Street, Hundon,
Suffolk, CO10 8EE

Thurlow CE (VC) Primary School,
Little Thurlow,
Suffolk, CB9 7HY

Telephone:(01440) 786217

Telephone (01440) 783281
e-mail:admin@thurlowschool.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs S FitzGerald

e-mail:admin@hundonschool.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs S FitzGerald

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER FOR AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN
YOUR COMMUNITY?
If you or anyone you know has a passion for local education, PLEASE
READ ON.
Hundon and Thurlow Primary Federation Governing Body is looking for volunteers to appoint as new school governors. You do not need to have a
background in education; what is most important is a willingness to get involved, listen, learn and help the governing team make decisions in the
best interests of the pupils. Being a school governor is incredibly rewarding. You will be given training opportunities and learn lots of new skills.
There is excellent and knowledgeable support from the Federation administration team, our school leaders, as well as the Governing Body.

The Governing Body is currently carrying out all governance virtually, in accordance with UK Government Covid 19 guidance. Once normal life resumes, hopefully early in 2022, we would anticipate carrying out our roles
through a mixture of face to face and virtual governance, which might well
fit round your other commitments. Being a school governor does not need
to take up a lot of your time; many employers, including in the public sector,
support employees in allowing time for them to participate in important
community work, such as being a school governor.
If you would like further information or to express interest in becoming a
governor of our Federation, please email Val Phillips, Chair of Governors.
Val will be very willing to chat with you informally.
vphillips@hundonschool.co.uk
To find out more about our two schools please visit our website
https://www.htpfederation.co.uk/

Points to ponder
Anybody who’s busy pulling on the oars hasn’t got time to rock the boat
Golden rules for the Bible: Read it through; Pray it in; Work it out; Pass it on
You are not too bad to come to church and you are not too good to stay out
We may choose to ignore the facts but that doesn’t change them
To forget a wrong is the best revenge
Silence is sometimes the most effective answer
People who laugh at themselves rarely run out of things to laugh at

G M FLOORING
07966 959 549
Carpets, Amtico, Karndean, Vinyls, Matting and
floor screeding.
Can supply all leading brands of flooring. Samples on request.
Domestic & commercial work undertaken.
Call Graeme on 07966 959 549
or email
graememalyon@hotmail.com
Based in Barnardiston, Suffolk.

Train of Life
by Jean d'Ormesson
At birth, we boarded the train of life and met our parents,
and we believed that they would always travel by our side.
However, at some station, our parents would step down from the train,
leaving us on life's journey alone.
As time goes by, some significant people will board the train:
siblings, other children, friends, and even the love of our life.
Many will step down and leave a permanent vacuum.
Others will go so unnoticed that we won't realize
that they vacated their seats!
This train ride has been a mixture of joy, sorrow, fantasy,
expectations, hellos, goodbyes, and farewells.
A successful journey consists of having a good relationship
with all passengers,
requiring that we give the best of ourselves.
The mystery that prevails is that we do not know at
which station we ourselves will step down.
Thus, we must try to travel along the track of life in
the best possible way - loving, forgiving, giving, and sharing.
When the time comes for us to step down and leave our seat empty we should leave behind beautiful memories for
those who continue to travel on the train of life.
Let’s remember to thank our Creator
for giving us life to participate in this journey.
I close by thanking you for
being one of the passengers on my train!

Well-Seasoned Hardwood
Firewood for Sale
From Little Bradley Estate
Delivered (locally) in 1 m3 containers (£125)
or loose for £175 for c. 1.75 cu. metre
Contact: Colin 07860 841929
Colin@littlebradleyhall.co.uk

Example of 1 cubic metre container
(Maximum length of 12” or smaller)

If you wish to advertise in this publication, please contact Jill Davis
01440 713137 or jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk

Mothering Sunday Services
in the Benefice
Sunday 27th March
10am Great Bradley Holy Communion
4.30pm Kedington Mothering Sunday Tea followed by 6pm Evensong

Buddy’s Blog - January 2022
I have been poorly.
I had a sore place on my face. It felt very hot and lumpy. It was very itchy so I
scratched it. That felt good!
Little brother Opie kept licking my sore face because he wanted to make it
better. But his licking and my scratching made it more sore, more lumpy and
then it bled.
Daddy, Mummy, Big Brother Logan and Big Brother Jacob were upset that I was
poorly. They gave me long, squeezy hugs and kept saying how much they loved
me. I liked the hugs but I was a bit confused by the extra loving.
I kept doing the things I needed to around the house. Barking at people who
came to the door. Looking for food in pockets. Chasing pigeons in the garden.
Play-fighting with Opie.
Oh-oh! Then things got really serious. I was taken to the vet.
Daddy took me in the car. I don’t like the vet but because everyone was so worried and upset, I tried to be very, very brave. I didn’t whine or cause a scene in
the waiting room, and I didn’t bite anyone. I just sat and waited with Daddy
and did as I was told. He stroked my ears. That was nice.
The vet was very kind. He said I would get better and the sore place on my face
was not a serious thing. I was relieved to hear this. So was the rest of my family.
The vet gave Daddy my medicine. Some to eat
(yuk!) and some to put on my face where it
was sore. The vet shaved my face, so I had less
hair on my chin than Daddy. The worst thing
was the plastic lampshade they put around my
neck. It was like living in a secret world. I
couldn’t eat or drink when I was wearing it. I
couldn’t hear noises properly. If I turned
around too quickly, I knocked people in the

knees and pushed cups and things off the low tables. I didn’t like it and neither
did Opie because we couldn’t play together, and he couldn’t lick me. I couldn’t
scratch and my face was really, REALLY itchy.
I still tried to be my normal self but it was exhausting so I gave in. I let Mummy
and Daddy look after me. I stayed in Daddy’s office with him when he was
working and I just laid by his feet and slept. When he went out, he put my bed
in the office so I could rest without Opie bothering me and trying to play. At
night, I was allowed to sleep in Mummy and Daddy’s room. What a treat!!
The vet was right. I did get better Once I got good at resting, I began to feel
much better. It took six weeks for me to get properly better. Now my face has
healed and the hair has grown back. No more lampshade round my neck,
which is a relief, and I can go for walks again.
What I have learnt from this is; when I am poorly there is no use fighting it. I
just need to let other people look after me and make sure I get better.
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me
along the right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the
darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me. Psalm 23.

Events Diary
All events subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of diary event.

Date
12 March

Time
Event
From 9am Church Cleaning and Gardening morning at
Kedington

Always look for the signs
He was a Christian and he loved swimming in the sea. One day, a passing boat saw
him swimming in a rough sea a long way from shore and someone shouted, “Do you
need help?”
The swimmer replied, “No, I am sure God will save me.”
Later, a fishing boat passed near and the fisherman called out, “It’s pretty rough out
here, can I help you get back to shore?”
The man replied, “It’s OK thanks, I know God will save me.”
The story goes that the man drowned and went to heaven.
He asked God, “Why didn’t you save me?”
And God replied, “Didn’t you see the two boats?”
©Association of Church Editors

Gospel Readings during February
6
13
20
27

4th Sunday before Lent
3rd Sunday before Lent
2nd Sunday before Lent
Sunday before Lent

Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke

5: 1 - 11
6:17 - 26
8:22 - 25
9:28 - 36

Gospel Readings during March
6
13
20
27

1st Sunday of Lent
2nd Sunday of Lent
3rd Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday

QR code for
Stourhead Benefice website

Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke

4: 1 - 13
13:31 - end
13: 1 - 9
2:33 - 35

Shrove Tuesday - 1st March - some fun pancake facts
Shrove comes from the old world ‘shriving’ which means to listen to someone's
sins and forgive them. In Anglo-Saxon times Christians would go to Church on
Shrove Tuesday to confess their sins and clean their soul - they would be
‘shriven’.
The largest pancake ever was created in Rochdale Greater Manchester in 1994
by the Co-Operative Union Ltd. It was 49 ft wide and one inch thick - weighed
three tonnes - and had to be flipped using a crane.
The most people to toss pancakes at the same time was set in Sheffield in
2012. A huge crowd of 890 people flipped them non-stop for 30 seconds to get
a world record.
The tallest stack of pancakes recorded was 3ft 4in - that’s the same height as
the average height of a child. Over 200 pancakes were balanced on top of each
other at a Center Parcs in Sherwood Forest Nottingham in 2016.
The traditional of pancake races began in Olney n Buckinghamshire in 1445. It
is thought to have begun after one woman had to run to church because she
has lost track of time she ran as fast as she could to make it and arrived still carrying her pancake in the pan. The race still continues but only women who are
over 18 and have lived in the town for more than three months can enter.

Enjoy your pancakes on Shrove Tuesday!

Churches in the Benefice open for Private Prayer:
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for private prayer.
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am and closes about 5 or 6pm.
St Peter and St Paul’s will be open daily between 9am and 4pm.

Home Communion – Pastoral Care
The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Communion of the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform Fr Chris,
or a member of the Ministry Team, of parishioners who are sick or in
hospital, and of those who are in need of pastoral care.
Ministry Team
Fr Chris Giles
01440 762901
Jill Davis
01440 713137
Mary Upton
01440 706237
Funeral: The funeral of the late Ivy Eades took place at Kedington Church on
21st December. The funeral of the late David Collier was held at Cam Valley
Crematorium on the 10th January. The funeral of the late Howard Booth took
place at Little Thurlow Church on the 25th January
‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’
Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at our Benefice website where there is useful information about both baptisms and weddings.

Evening Prayer on Mondays - new time and venues
Before lockdown, a small group from the Benefice were meeting for evening
prayer on Mondays. When lockdown started, we transferred this to a ‘virtual’
evening prayer by using Zoom. From the beginning of this year we have slightly
changed our Monday prayers.
We continue to pray on Mondays at 6.15pm on the first, third and fifth Mondays we are meeting in person in Kedington Church. On the second and fourth
Mondays we are meeting via Zoom.
If you would like to join us, please speak to Fr Chris or one of the Ministry
Team.

SERVICE ROTA*
February 2022
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

6
13
20
27

10:00

Little Bradley

Holy Communion

10:00

Kedington

Family Service

8:00

Kedington

Said Holy Communion

10:00

Great Thurlow

Holy Communion

10:00

Little Thurlow

Holy Communion

Great Wratting

Family Service

10:00

Great Bradley

Holy Communion

18:00

Kedington

Evensong

March 2022
Wed

2

10:00

Kedington

Ash Wednesday Said Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes

Sun

6

10:00

Kedington

Holy Communion

Little Bradley

Family Service

Kedington

Said Holy Communion

10:00

Great Thurlow

Holy Communion

10:00

Great Wratting

Holy Communion

Little Thurlow

Family Service

10:00

Great Bradley

Holy Communion Mothering Sunday

18:00

Kedington

Evensong

Sun
Sun
Sun

13
20
27

8:00

April 2022
Sun

3

10:00

Little Bradley

Holy Communion Passion Sunday

Kedington

Family Service

Mid-week Eucharist at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am
*All services subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of service. Please
check Benefice website for more information www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact
Fr Chris Giles 01440 762901.
Good hygiene practises are maintained during Holy Communion.

