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From Father Chris Giles  

D ear Friends 

 

Firstly, thank you for the welcome 

phone calls and cards we have received since 

our move to the Benefice on 29th May. Many 

people have kindly stopped to say hello and 

waved when passing in cars. We know in our 

hearts, as a family we are going to be genuinely 

happy here. 

 

As I write we have been here in Kedington for 

three weeks, we are certainly enjoying village 

life here in Kedington and the other villages 

which make up our Benefice. 

 

Hopefully you are aware and have seen the ser-

vices we have been posting onto the website 

since the 9th May. I am now making my way 

around the Benefice to video the Sunday Eucha-

rist service in each of our parish churches. I will 

do this until we can gather once again to wor-

ship together, which will hopefully be soon. 

 

We have been fortunate that many of us have 

been able to keep in touch through technology, 

not only over the phone, but with such things 

as facetime and zoom where we can actually 

see each other. We have not only shared con-

versations this way but have been able to pray 

and worship together from the safety of our 

own homes. I am very much reminded of those 

early Christians, in fear of persecution and be-

ing killed for their faith. They themselves wor-

shipped and prayed from the safety of their 

own homes. We today do not face what they 

went through, but we have had to protect our-

selves from the virus, Covid-19. 

 

We today, in normal circumstances, have our 

church buildings to gather and worship in, and 

we are even able to proclaim our faith, freely in 

our communities, we do not have to hide. How-

ever, Christians are still being persecuted in the 

world today. So we thank God, we can share 

fellowship freely and the love that Jesus offers 

each of us.  

 

God’s love for us is shown in both the old and 

new testaments, his unconditional love is ever 

available, freely given to those who seek, now 

and always. God’s very essence is love; when 

we love one another, we are fulfilling God’s 

fundamental wish for our lives. ‘How precious 

is your steadfast love O God! The children of 

mankind take refuge in the shadow of your 

wings’ ( Psalm 36:7). 

 

God loved you before you were born, our love 

for Jesus is answered by divine love and care 

from Father and Son alike. 

 

Every Blessing 

Fr Chris 

 

mailto:RectorofStourhead@hotmail.co.uk


Free to a Good Home 
 

We have a large Burco catering size electric 
urn that is free to a good home any-
where in the Benefice. Collection pre-
ferred but it can be delivered if needed. 
Please contact Tony Farr email:  
lolandtony15@gmail.com or telephone  
01440 704179 

LITTLE BRADLEY CHURCH RIDE 
SUNDAY 19th JULY 2020 

Starting from  
8.30 – 12 Noon 

 
at: 

The Garden Barn,  
Little Bradley 

Haverhill, Suffolk,  
CB9 7JG 

The Rumour –keep this philosophy in mind the next time you hear - or are about to repeat - a rumour 

 
In ancient Greece (469 - 399 BC), Socrates was widely lauded for his wisdom. One day the great philosopher 
came upon an acquaintance, who ran up to him excitedly and said, "Socrates, do you know what I just heard 
about one of your students?" "Wait a moment," Socrates replied. "Before you tell me, I'd like you to pass a little 
test. It's called the Test of Three. Before you talk to me about my student let's take a moment to test what you're 
going to say.  
The first test is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is true?" "No," the man 
replied, "actually I just heard about it." "All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true or not. Now 
let's try the second test, the test of goodness. Is what you are about to tell me about my student something 
good?"  "No, on the contrary," was the reply. "So", Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad about 
him even though you're not certain it's true?" The man shrugged, a little embarrassed. Socrates continued, "You 
may still pass though because there is a third test - the filter of usefulness. Is what you want to tell me about my 
student going to be useful to me?"  The man hesitated and said, "No, not really..."  
"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is neither True nor Good, nor even Useful, why tell it to 
me at all?" The man was defeated and ashamed and said no more. This is the reason Socrates was a great phi-
losopher and held in such high esteem. 
 
©Association of Church Editors 

Route of  Approx. 10 /15 Miles   
A unique experience to travel through our private, 
picturesque countryside, complete with woodlands, 
optional jumps and minimal roadwork for you and 

your horse to enjoy 

Prices 
Adults: £22.00 

Children under 16 years  
accompanied by a responsi-

ble adult: £15.00 
Late entries on the day*  

£25.00 per rider 

*Late entries only accepted if 
space allows 

Coronavirus  - special precautions will be in place – please 
see separate terms & conditions 

Please return completed entry forms by 15th July to:- 

Mirjam Gault, 1 New Cottage, Little Bradley, Haverhill, Suf-
folk, CB9 7JD.Tel: 01440 783756; 
email: roywgault@talktalk.net 

Father Chris’ day off: People often say “Clergy only work one day a week; Sunday”. I’m sure most of us have 
come to realise that clergy are in danger of working every day; morning, afternoon and evening. As well as 
presiding over church services, weddings, funerals and baptisms and all the preparation and after care sur-
rounding these offices, there are (when allowed) school visits, pastoral visits, hospital visits, liaising with 
local colleagues plus all the administration that has to be done in the background. So please be mindful that 
Father Chris' day off is Friday. 



Thoughts from the Rectory 
 
 

It's been almost a month since we moved to Kedington! 
 
Walking our family dog Buddy past the wheat fields I can hear the gentle hum of the bees above and can 
smell the scent of honeysuckle and such on the breeze. I feel like I've come home, and what a beautiful 
place to call home! 
 
I grew up in the countryside, not too far away in a small village near Ongar in Essex. 20 years in Southend 
has made me long for country living again! Although I never visited Kedington, my parents used to take 
my younger brother and I on regular trips to Finchingfield, Clare and Hedingham Castle, so I feel very at 
home being so close to these places that hold such dear memories. 
 
Some of you may know I am a second year student midwife. I study at ARU (when not in lockdown!). Un-
fortunately due to the lockdown earlier this year, my clinical placement has been on hold, although stud-
ies have continued online through Zoom! As I write, contracts are being drawn up for myself and fellow 
student midwives to return to our hospital for a few weeks to make up some of the hours we have lost.  
 
Speaking of lockdown, I hope you all kept safe and kept occupied! We did lots to stay occupied, from 
baking to building a chicken coop! From making mead and dandelion syrup to zoom quiz nights with 
family and friends! Strangely, looking back, the days flew by, although it didn't feel that way at the time! 
 
There have been lots of big changes for us as a family over the past few weeks and months. Logan, our 
eldest son has finished college and is eagerly awaiting  the start of his animation and illustration course 
at ARU  in Cambridge. Jacob has changed schools, again! He will be off to Samuel Ward in September.  I 
have had to change hospitals, which will see me clocking up almost 100 miles every day I'm on shift, on 
top of a 12 hour working day! If you see me walking around the village looking a little dazed and con-
fused, you know why!! 
 

With all good wishes 
Laura Giles (Rector's wife) 

A date and time for your diary - Wednesday 15th July 7.30pm  - Benefice Council Meeting 
 
The meeting may be in a churchyard, may be in a church, may be with social distancing, may be with re-
stricted numbers from each PCC. Who knows? 
 
Guidelines for attendance and an agenda will follow. 
 
Jill Davis 
 

We Need Your Help 
 

We are looking to relaunch the Stourhead Benefice News in the coming months and would like your ideas 
for a ‘new name’ for our newsletter. 
 
If you have any suggestions for articles that could be included (provided they are within copyright) or if 
you would like to write something yourself then please do get in touch. 
Please send your suggestions for a new name for the Benefice News to Sue Davison,  

email: suzannedavison747@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01440 705829. 



  

 

Are you self- employed? 

Run a small business? 

Need trustworthy, reliable, organised 
help? 

Paperwork, simple book keeping, 
household finance and home cooking 

undertaken. 
  

Contact Charlie 

01284 811949 

hullow72@gmail.com 

 
KEDINGTON 
BUTCHERS 

  

TOP QUALITY  
MEATS 

  

Home-cooked 
Hams 
Game 

  
Orders taken 

01440 703119 

 
  



 
DO YOU NEED A CARPENTER? 

TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY BY LAURENCE FREEL 
Advanced C&G  +  30years experience  

 
PERIOD HOMES SPECIALIST 

 
Kitchens- fitted wardrobes- airing cupboards- bannisters 

doors- locks- fences- gates- flat packs 
 

SMALL JOBS WELCOME 
 

PHONE - 07415 183330 
e.mail:-  lgunnfreel@icloud.com  

mailto:lgunnfreel@icloud.com


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

L&L Gardening Services 
 

We are a male and female team 
taking on all types of  

gardening jobs including 
 

• Grass cutting (all size gardens)                                                          
Strimming & brushcutting, 

• Hedge cutting & reductions                                                               
Border maintenance & tidying 

• Lawn treatment & scarifying                                                           
Garden clearance 

• Fencing (all types & styles)                                                               
Patio pressure washing   

 
We use all our own professional 

tools & equipment  
 

01440 783938     07920 423196 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/184300362292147/ 

 
 

Office number 01440 268677 

If you wish to advertise in this  
publication, please contact  
Jill Davis 01440 713137 or 
jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/184300362292147/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/184300362292147/


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

If you use any of these services, mention 
that you saw the advert in the Stourhead 
Benefice News. 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning 
A few points that make us stand out from 

the others 
 

• Rothwell’s is a family firm and has 
been in business since 1993. 

• Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

• We will move the furniture for a 
 thorough clean 

• 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060   
www.Rothwells.biz 



 

 

  

Items for the August edition of the Benefice News need to be received by the editor by 15th July 

Church Wardens 
 
Barnardiston:    
Les Jobson  786568  
Peggy Mizon  786353  
 
Little Bradley:    
Mirjam Gault  783756 
Colin Clifton-Brown 783261 
 
Great Bradley:   
Sue Ireland  783595 
Keith Willington 783607 
 
Kedington:    
Mary Upton 706237          
Beryl Bracken  703473 

 
 
Great Thurlow:   
George Vestey  783240 
 
Little Thurlow:    
Iris Eley  783534 
Robin Vestey  783217  
  
Great Wratting:   
Simon Corbett  783698 
Ben Stanton  783103 
 
Little Wratting:  
Denise  and Simon  
Plant   07764 582925  
 

Funerals: The funeral service for the late Barbara 

Pettit took place at Kedington (graveside only due 
to current restrictions) on 8th June. The funeral ser-
vice for the late Vera Webb was held at the West 
Suffolk Crematorium on 11th June. 
We offer our prayerful sympathy to those who 
mourn their loss. 

COVID-19 Stourhead Benefice   
Our Churches continue to be alive and  
active, but our buildings are closed although 
some can open for private prayer 
 
Following the Government announcement that 
church buildings will be able to reopen for pub-
lic worship from 4th July, providing physical 
distancing remains in place, the Bishop of Lon-
don, Sarah Mullally, who leads the Church of 
England’s Recovery Group, said: "I welcome 
the Prime Minister’s announcement that we will 
soon be able to begin to meet and worship to-
gether in our church buildings again. 
 
The last three months have been an extraordi-
nary time - the first period without public wor-
ship and the sacraments in England in more 
than 800 years. There will be real joy as we 
begin to come together again – if even at a 
physical distance – but I also know that many 
will be understandably cautious at this news. 
 
We will not be returning to normality overnight - 
this is the next step on a journey. We’ve been 
planning carefully, making detailed advice 
available for parishes to enable them to pre-
pare to hold services when it is safe and practi-
cal to do so.” 
 
Father Chris is watching carefully as the guide-
lines and restrictions for churches change and 
will be in touch when we hear how we can open 
our churches for services. 
 
If you are in need of more information or help  
then please refer to the Benefice website 
www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr 
Chris Giles 01440 762901. 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength . . . Love your neighbour as  
yourself. There is no commandment greater 
than these.”  

Online Church Services 
 
Please follow the link below to access online Church 
Services for the Stourhead Benefice. 
http://stourheadbenefice.org/wordpress/online-
church-services/ 
Many thanks to Simon Plant who has enabled these 
to be available to us. Thanks also to Laura Giles and 
others who have been videoing readings and inter-
cessions for these services and offering midweek re-
flections  

Churches Open for Private Prayer 
 
St Mary the Virgin Great Bradley, St Peter’s Little 
Thurlow and St Peter and St Paul’s, Kedington are 
opening for private prayer. 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for pri-
vate prayer. 
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am 
and closes about 5 or 6pm. 
St Peter and St Paul’s will be open Wednesdays 1pm - 
5pm and Sundays 9am - 1pm.  

Evening Prayer 
 
Before lockdown, a small group from the Benefice 
were meeting for evening prayer on Mondays. We 
have transferred this to a "virtual evening prayer" by 
using zoom at 7.30pm on Mondays. If you would like 
to join this, please let me know. I will then e-mail 
the order of service for you to print. The zoom 
meeting link is sent out on Monday mornings. If you 
have not used zoom before, that doesn’t mean you 
can’t join us. I will be happy to talk you through 
setting it up on your phone or computer and offer a 
trial meeting so you can make sure it works.  
Jill Davis 01440 713137 
jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk 

Advance notice about VJ Day 
There will be an act of remembrance on 15th August to 
mark VJ Day. As we publish, the form this will take is un-
certain. More information to follow next month. 


