
STOURHEAD BENEFICE NEWS 
Editor: Sue Davison -  01440 705829 - suzannedavison747@yahoo.co.uk 

 

June 2020 
www.stourheadbenefice.org  

 

 

BARNARDISTON  -   GREAT BRADLEY  -   LITTLE BRADLEY  -   KEDINGTON  
GREAT THURLOW   -  LITTLE THURLOW  - GREAT WRATTING  -  LITTLE WRATTING 

 

Rector : Rev’d Christopher Giles  
 

Benefice email — stourheadbenefice@gmail.com — 07970 370543  

From Father Chris Giles  

D ear Friends   

 

As I am sure you know, I became Rector 

of the Stourhead Benefice on the 6th May. I was 

instituted as Rector over the phone by Bishop 

Mike, the Bishop of Dunwich, with my wife Laura 

as witness.  

 

Once we can resume normal services, which I ea-

gerly look forward to, we will be able to worship 

and share fellowship together. Then, hopefully 

we can have a formal celebration service for my 

arrival with the Bishop, Archdeacon David and of 

course, where I pray you will be able to 

attend. My friends from the congregation of St 

Augustine’s Thorpe Bay would also love to join 

us also for this celebration as they had intended to 

be there for the original planed service. 

 

I hope you have all remained safe and well dur-

ing the lockdown. It is something that many have 

found hard, especially those who have been 

alone, while others have enjoyed this welcome 

break and time with family members. We have 

heard of many sad stories of loss and the sacrific-

es of those working on the front line. 

 

We have seen the worst of human nature, from 

the panic buying and hoarding, but also, we have 

also seen the best of human nature in people’s 

concern and caring for others: not only from our 

NHS, but from communities supporting and 

working together for those most vulnerable. We 

are still in a period of uncertainty, even as some 

restrictions are slowly being lifted. This is where 

hope and faith come in as we put our trust in our 

loving God.  

 

God knows that we all struggle with finding and 

holding onto hope. When we face tests of faith, 

even the strongest Christians can find it a chal-

lenge to find hope.  

 

When we need encouragement and refreshment 

for our souls, we should turn to these Scriptures 

from the Old and New Testaments that offer hope 

and encouragement. Everyone needs to be re-

minded from time to time of the hope that our 

loving God offers, which we can draw on from 

what the Bible offers in our daily lives. 

 

"We are hard pressed on every side, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but not in des-

pair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 

down, but not destroyed…... 

Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outward-

ly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are be-

ing renewed day by day. For our light and mo-

mentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our 

eyes not on what is seen, but on what is un-

seen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is 

unseen is eternal."  (2 Corinthians 4: 8-9, 16-end.)   

 

I hope and pray that we can soon be together, in 

the meantime please be assured of my prayers.  

Every Blessing 

 

Fr Chris 

 

mailto:RectorofStourhead@hotmail.co.uk


A sprinkling of Reverends 
 

Many generations of incumbents have led the church communities across the eight parishes of the Benefice 
through the last millennium and more. Although only Little Wratting and Little Bradley churches can still pre-
sent physical evidence in their fabric of early communities, there is much to suggest the presence of worship 
throughout the period and the area. 
Often we know little about the incumbents but their names. William Cunstable, Gerard Eicher, William de 
Hendrea, Robert atte Cros of Thrillowe and Peter Broun, vicar of the church of West Wrattyng, for example, 
all held Little Bradley when they died in 1349, probably from the Black Death. 
By the early 1600s, written records naming incumbents, are relatively consistent and reliable and it is possible 
to draw together some generalisations and point to some particular tales, sometimes sad, sometimes heart-
warming.  This is the first of an occasional series about incumbents over the last few centuries. 
One recurring theme is well-known throughout the county (and indeed the country): land-owning families 
using the Church to provide livings for their younger sons or their proteges for generations. 
The saddest of these tales comes from the family which, in the 18th century were tenant farmers in Thurlow 
but ended up, three generations later, owning most of the parish of Little Bradley, the Lamprells. The Revd 
Charles Wigglesworth Lamprell was the fourth son and he became the rector of Little Bradley in 1838 and also 
curate at Stradishall until 1841 and then perpetual curate at West Wickham, where he lived until around 
1851.  His stipends totalled £234 a year – about £46,000 in today's money. There seems little doubt that he 
enjoyed his income and the lifestyle it afforded.   
His father’s 1862 will provides the first potential doubt of his well-being, as he did not involve Charles in the 
administration of the estate, even though Charles was the elder of his two surviving sons. That responsibility 
was shared by a son-in-law and a lawyer.  In the context of the time, that is surprising – why was his son over-
looked?. The executors put the estate on the market with a separate auction of household effects and ‘Choice 
Old Wines’ by the ‘Proprietor who is changing his residence’. Most unusually this auction received a write-up 
as well as the advert, with a ‘bountiful supply of excellent wine’ provided to the bidders (and probably to the 
representatives of the press) by ‘the liberality of the Rev. C.W. Lamprell, the proprietor’. 
Five months after genially hosting the auction of most of his worldly goods, Charles was lodging at the Priory 
in Clare, where he died.  We know this from the last sad mentions of him in the local press, reporting the suit 
brought against Charles by Dr Smith, for non-payment of fees for attending daily to treat him for delirium tre-
mens. Discussion of the case must have been widespread. Charles’s death, a week later, was announced 
widely but briefly in the newspapers of Cambridge, Suffolk and Essex; it was attributed to ‘an accident’; there 
was no reference to Dr Smith’s case. 
As can be seen from the above, the gentry’s lives were covered by the local press of the time, albeit with 
more decorum than we are accustomed to today. By contrast, the aristocracy’s privacy was usually protected. 
The history of the Cornwallis family is, therefore, drawn from public records and private letters. This was a 
prolific and widely-spread family and not all of them distinguished themselves in any way at all. Some, of 
course did, Frederick, the first baronet, distinguished himself on the royalist side during the English Civil War 
and after the Restoration; Charles, the first Marquis, a century later failed to defeat the American rebels but 
went on to a distinguished career in India.   
Charles Cornwallis, 3rd Baron Cornwallis of Eye (1655–1698), was one of the non-achievers. He seems to have 
lived in the typical aristocratic fashion of his age when a new sexual morality, including the seduction of 
young ladies and a concern for field sports like hawking and stag hunting, card playing, gambling and horse 
riding dominated. In 1676 he was acquitted of manslaughter after having been a drinking companion of a Mr 
Gerard, who had killed a lad called Robert Clerk for supposed disrespect!   
One must hope that his cousin, Thomas Cornwallis, Rector of Little Bradley from 1682 to 1724 was cut from a 
different cloth or at least left the spiritual care of his parishioners to his curate, Samuel Richardson. The Revd. 
Thomas is one of the unknown incumbents, to the extent that I sometimes wonder whether I, or someone 
else, made him up! 
 
Wendy Barnes 
 
Note : A few copies of the research write-up on which this article is based remain.  They can be collected FREE from 
my doorstep – you’ll see the sign as you drive through the village. 



Dear Friends  

 
We pray at this time that you, your friends and those you love are well. As we journey through 
this Eastertide we continue to celebrate the joy of the Resurrection, and our hearts rejoice with 
our risen Lord.  

 
We keep praying for all those in need during this pandemic as we continue this period of lock-
down - the ministry here remains open for business. We pray for those that govern our country, 
world leaders and for the NHS. Above all, we keep praying for one another. Although we are un-
able to gather together to worship and socialise we are working hard to keep in touch with eve-
ryone and to keep God's work here active across the parishes. 

 
Thank you all particularly for your prayers and support for each other, and thank you to all of you 
who are supporting us financially.  Through the lack of our gatherings, weddings and funeral in-
come, money coming in has fallen, but we still have regular outgoings and our parish share is 
about to be increased. If you are able to contribute financially, ideally by standing order this 
would greatly be appreciated as we continue doing God's work here. Please contact your 
Church warden (contact details on the website) so that they can liaise with the treasurer to  pro-
vide the bank details. 

 
Please be assured of the prayers of the ministry team for all of you, and that the Eucharist is still 
being celebrated on behalf of the people of our eight parishes of the Stourhead benefice. 

 
Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us for prayer or conversation. 
 
With every blessing  

 
The Ministry Team 

Thoughts on Technology 
 
I had spent an hour in the bank with my Dad, as he had to 
transfer some money. I couldn't resist myself and asked…. 
''Dad, why don't we activate your internet banking?'' 
''Why would I do that?'' he asked. 
''Well, then you won’t have to spend an hour here for things 
like transfer. 
You can even do your shopping online. Everything will be so 
easy!'' 
I was so excited about initiating him into the world of inter-
net banking. 
He asked ''If I do that, I won’t have to step out of the house?” 
''Yes, yes''! I said. I told him how even grocery can be deliv-
ered at door now and how Amazon delivers everything! 
His answer left me tongue-tied. 
 
He said ''Since I entered this bank today, I have met four of my friends, I have chatted a while with the staff who 
know me very well by now. You know I am alone...this is the company that I need. I like to get ready and come to 
the bank. I have enough time; it is the physical touch that I crave. Two years back I got sick. The store owner from 
whom I buy fruits, came to see me and sat by my bedside and cried. When your Mum fell down a few days back 
while on her morning walk, our local grocer saw her and immediately got his car to rush her home as he knows 
where I live.” 
Would I have that 'human' touch if everything became online? Why would I want everything delivered to me and 
be forced to interact with just my computer? I like to know the person that I'm dealing with and not just the 'seller'. 
It creates bonds of relationships. Does Amazon deliver all this as well?'' 
 
Technology isn't life. Spend time with people .. Not with devices. 
 
Writer: unknown 



  

 

Are you self- employed? 

Run a small business? 

Need trustworthy, reliable, organised 
help? 

Paperwork, simple book keeping, 
household finance and home cooking 

undertaken. 
  

Contact Charlie 

01284 811949 

hullow72@gmail.com 

 
KEDINGTON 
BUTCHERS 

  

TOP QUALITY  
MEATS 

  

Home-cooked 
Hams 
Game 

  
Orders taken 

01440 703119 

 
  



 
DO YOU NEED A CARPENTER? 

TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY BY LAURENCE FREEL 
Advanced C&G  +  30years experience  

 
PERIOD HOMES SPECIALIST 

 
Kitchens- fitted wardrobes- airing cupboards- bannisters 

doors- locks- fences- gates- flat packs 
 

SMALL JOBS WELCOME 
 

PHONE - 07415 183330 
e.mail:-  lgunnfreel@icloud.com  

mailto:lgunnfreel@icloud.com


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

L&L Gardening Services 
 

We are a male and female team 
taking on all types of  

gardening jobs including 
 

• Grass cutting (all size gardens)                                                          
Strimming & brushcutting, 

• Hedge cutting & reductions                                                               
Border maintenance & tidying 

• Lawn treatment & scarifying                                                           
Garden clearance 

• Fencing (all types & styles)                                                               
Patio pressure washing   

 
We use all our own professional 

tools & equipment  
 

01440 783938     07920 423196 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/184300362292147/ 

 
 

Office number 01440 268677 

If you wish to advertise in this  
publication, please contact  
Jill Davis 01440 713137 or 
jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/184300362292147/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/184300362292147/


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

If you use any of these services, mention 
that you saw the advert in the Stourhead 
Benefice News. 

 

Carpet Cleaning  
Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning 
A few points that make us stand out from 

the others 
 

• Rothwell’s is a family firm and has 
been in business since 1993. 

• Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying power 
for the best results possible. 

• We will move the furniture for a 
 thorough clean 

• 100% satisfaction or it’s FREE. 

01638 428 060   
www.Rothwells.biz 



 

 

  

Items for the July edition of the Benefice News need to be received by the editor by 15th June 

Church Wardens 
 
Barnardiston:    
Les Jobson  786568  
Peggy Mizon  786353  
 
Little Bradley:    
Mirjam Gault  783756 
Colin Clifton-Brown 783261 
 
Great Bradley:   
Sue Ireland  783595 
Keith Willington 783607 
 
Kedington:    
Mary Upton 706237          
Beryl Bracken  703473 

 
 
Great Thurlow:   
George Vestey  783240 
 
Little Thurlow:    
Iris Eley  783534 
Robin Vestey  783217  
  
Great Wratting:   
Simon Corbett  783698 
Ben Stanton  783103 
 
Little Wratting:  
Denise  and Simon  
Plant   07764 582925  
 

Funerals: The following funerals have taken 
place at Kedington (graveside only due to 
current restrictions). 
 
11th May  Olive Thompson 
14th May  Patrick Coneely 
15th May  Matthew Fitton 
18th May  James McKeown 
 
We offer our prayerful sympathy to those 
who mourn their loss. 
 

COVID-19 Stourhead Benefice   
Our Churches continue to be alive 
and active, but our buildings must 
close  
  

We are seeing a huge increase in the number of 
people falling sick with COVID-19. We must dis-
tance ourselves from one another and prevent  
the spread of infection in order to save lives.  
 
Therefore, as well as public worship being 
suspended, this and all church buildings in 
the Church of England are now closed.  
 
Our worship of God and our care for each other 
continue but cannot be done in this building.  
 
If you are in need of more information or help  
then please refer to the Benefice website 
www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris 
Giles 07970 370543. 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength . . . Love your neighbour as  
yourself. There is no commandment greater than 
these.”  
 
To protect the vulnerable amongst us, please do 

not leave your home except for essential trips. 

Prayers about the outbreak  
 
God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in  
isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
For those who are ill  
  
 
O God, help me to trust you, help me to know 
that you are with me, help me to believe that 
nothing can separate me  from your love re-
vealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For hospital staff and medical  
researchers  
  
Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and  
resilience to all who are caring for the sick, 
and your wisdom to those searching for a 
cure. Strengthen them with your Spirit, that 
through their work many will be restored to 
health; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 

A personal prayer    
  
O gracious and holy Father, 
give us wisdom to perceive you, 
diligence to seek you, 
patience to wait for you, 
eyes to behold you, 
a heart to meditate upon you, 
and a life to proclaim you, 
through the power of the spirit 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

St Benedict 
   

Online Church Services 
 
Please follow the link below to access online Church 
Services for the Stourhead Benefice. 
 
http://stourheadbenefice.org/wordpress/online-
church-services/ 


