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Father Chris writes  

D ear Friends 

As I write, we are enjoying 
some lovely sunny days as 

we prepare ourselves for Autumn. 
As we look outside from our win-
dows, we see the change of light, as 
the dark season of Winter ap-
proaches, bringing with it changes in 
weather and sending many of us in-
doors more regularly.  

Autumn though, is my wife’s favour-
ite time of year, as we venture out 
for our walks, she loves the change 
in colour that Autumn brings, where 
we experience the coolness in the 
air and the mental cleansing that we 
strive for as we experience the 
change all around us. It is always 
good to reflect on God’s Blessings, 
but Autumn brings more awareness 
of change and healthy relationships. 
God is always present with us, of 
course, but Autumn invites a new 
look inside ourselves to see where 
God stirs within the changes in our 
own lives. Autumn speaks of trans-
formation, ageing, connection,  
yearning and wisdom.   

It is wonderful to look at nature, 
there is so much beauty, especially 
the trees as they drop the remain-
der of their leaves in the Autumn 
season, preparing themselves for 

Winter. I enjoy watching the leaves 
slow descent to the ground, know-
ing that at other times, a burst of 
strong wind can blow off half the 
leaves from a tree in an instant, re-
minding me that our own lives can 
change as quickly as this. 

As we prepare for Winter, Autumn is 
a wondrous metaphor for the trans-
formation that takes place in our 
hearts each season. If we can stop 
and take just a moment each day  to 
reflect on the change that we are 
experiencing as well as life itself, we 
can learn a lot about our very exist-
ence which turns into life lessons 
when we are able to let go of what 
is keeping us from living in the mo-
ment. 

Autumn teaches us humility and re-
minds us that nothing lasts forever, 
nothing, except for God’s word, ‘The 
grass withers, the flower fades, but 
the Word of God will stand forev-
er’ ( Isaiah 40.8). 

 

Every Blessing 

Fr Chris Giles 



 

 

   



 

 

 

 

 
 

 Denise and Jill’s Epic Cycling Adventure 
 

As you may remember reading in the last edition of the Benefice News, Beryl 
Bracken was Church Warden at St Peter and St Paul’s in Kedington for many years. 
She was the representative for the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust (SHCT) Ride and 
Stride. Every year, on the second Saturday in September, people of all ages are in-
vited to walk or cycle around the churches of Suffolk and ask friends, family and 
members of congregations to sponsor them for every church they visit. Half the 
money raised goes to the church of the walker/cyclist’s choice while the other 
half goes to SHCT central fund to help restore and preserve local historic church 
buildings. Until recently, Beryl would walk to local churches herself. Latterly, she 
encouraged others to take part. I was aware of the Ride and Stride and did even-
tually take part by walking to all the church in this Benefice with Tracy Spilsbury 
and her dog, Ruby. However, most years I couldn’t do it as it clashed with Keding-
ton’s Horticultural Show.  
 
When Beryl sadly passed away in June 2021, I decided I wanted to do something 
in her memory and the Ride and Stride seemed ideal. Having discovered that it 
was acceptable to complete the ride or walk on a different day, I decided to go for 
it! I challenged myself to cycle around all 29 churches in Clare Deanery. Stourhead 
Benefice is one of the five benefices in Clare Deanery. The churches are quite 
spread out with Chevington and Hargrave in the north, Haverhill and Wixoe in the 
south, Gt Bradley to the west and Cavendish to the east. I completed a few train-
ing rides to familiarise myself with the roads and the location of the churches. It 
was going to be quite a long way and seemed wise to recruit an accomplice - en-
ter - Denise Plant from Little Wratting! 
 
Denise and I both took up cycling in the first lockdown. When places began to 
open up we went a little further, generally incorporating a visit to a coffee shop or 
a pub en route. We started small and gradually increased the distance we trav-
elled, up to 40km. When I mentioned my plan to cycle to remember Beryl, Denise 
didn’t hesitate to agree to join me. We set the dates, 27th and 29th August, contin-
ued with some training rides, planned the route, had our bikes serviced, bought 
sweets and snacks – we were ready. 
 
The weather was kind to us on both days, although it was a little windier than we 
had hoped for. On day one we drove to Depden church where we left the car. No 
road access but it has a neat and well cared for churchyard. Up the Bury Road to 
Rede, which was unlocked, then back to Chedburgh before heading for Cheving- 
ton. Hargrave is also off the beaten track and has recently had some major work  



done to stop the end of the chancel collapsing. Justin, one of the Church Wardens, 
met us there and allowed us to use the WC in his home, for which we were very 
grateful. Ousden, Lidgate and Cowlinge were the next three followed by a long 
gap to Gt Bradley, where we stopped for a break. The next four were quite close 
together, Lt Bradley, Lt Thurlow, Gt Thurlow and Gt Wratting. The long pull up to 
Withersfield was quite a trial but the downhill into the village was very welcome. 
We then joined the disused railway into Haverhill and stopped at the town church. 
The last three of the day seemed to take forever! We were tired – Wixoe, Stoke-by
-Clare and finally for day one, Kedington. Having collected the car back from 
Depden, we went to our respective homes for a good nights’ sleep and a day of 
rest. 
 

Day two, we started at Cavendish at 1pm. As we were taking the back roads to 
Clare, we went past Pentlow Church, which is not in our Deanery. Such a beautiful 
and clearly much-loved church and church yard. A credit to those who care for it. 
We dropped down into Clare and the Priory before stopping at St Peter and St 
Paul’s in Clare, where there was a service taking place. Past the Baptist Church 
and on towards the north churches on the east of the Bury Road. The climb to 
Poslingford and Stansfield was brutal. Our route took us down, up, down and up 
again to Hawkedon. Now we know why this Benefice is called ‘Suffolk Heights’! 
We visited their church fete and then the pub for the all-important rest, refresh-
ment and facilities. We sat longer than we should – probably because we were 
dreading those hills again. Denston, Wickhambrook, Stradishall and another long 
pull up towards Hundon but this time with the wind at our backs. After Hundon, 
Barnardiston and finally – Lt Wratting. I have never been so pleased to see that 
lovely little church. We didn’t stop until we had collected the car from Cavendish – 
then we flopped! Hot bath, a good meal and a good sleep! 
 

In total we visited 29 Anglican Churches, plus 3 other places 
of worship. We cycled 105km (65 miles) and were on the 
move for six and a half hours but were out for almost twelve 
hours over the two days. It was a real treat whenever we 
found a church open. Each one, without exception, was clean 
and tidy and felt welcoming even though there was no-one 
else there. We came back with some ideas for the church- 
yards in our own churches. Suffolk and in particular, Clare 
Deanery, has a wealth of lovely churches that are well worth 
a visit. If you get the chance, to take a trip around to some of 
them. 
 

At the time of writing this, we have raised over £1000 (including Gift Aid).  
Rest in peace, Beryl. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Over the last eighteen months, with every country in the world struggling with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, perhaps, like me, you have been overwhelmed by the 
plight of so many in need and felt helpless as bad news stories have flooded 
our media? There is good news, and you can hear about it.  
 
Despite the pandemic, MAF has continued to support missionary and aid or-
ganisations reach isolated communities in many counties including Haiti, Mad-
agascar, Indonesia, and Northern Australia. 
 

Come and hear 

Nick Keene from MAF 
Evening Prayer in Kedington Church 
6pm on Sunday 24th October 2021 

 

He will give a presentation that includes an update of the various MAF activi-
ties from around the world and tell us how we can support them. 

Stourhead Benefice Website 
 

Do take a look at our Stourhead Benefice Website - 
 

www.stourheadbenefice.org 
 

which has up-dates and information about weddings, baptisms and services. 
 
Many thanks to Simon Plant for managing the website. 
 

http://www.stourheadbenefice.org


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Freedom! 
 

In 1501, aged just 26, an Italian artist began a two-year creative journey to 
carve a statue. Originally commissioned for the Cathedral of Florence, Michel-
angelo’s David, 17 feet high, is three times that of the average man. 
 

Having been discarded by two other sculptors, the block of marble that be-
came one of history’s most famous masterpieces proves the old cliché about 
‘one man’s trash is another man’s treasure’. 
 

Interestingly, when Michelangelo finally got his hands on it, the marble had 
been waiting 40 years for someone who was up to the challenge. 
 

When asked how he made the statue, Michelangelo is said to have answered, 
“I saw the angel in the marble and carved until I set him free ……. It is easy. You 
just chip away at the stone that doesn’t look like David.” 
 

I wonder if this is how God , the Master Craftsman, looks at humanity. ‘Angels 
waiting to be set free.’ 
 

I wonder too if, in the midst of His outrageous love and unending grace, He 
chips away at all the things we carry – the past failure, hurts and misconcep-
tions, along with our pride, fears and brokenness – to reveal the you and me 
that He imagined long before the beginning of time. 
 

Perhaps for some of us, the discarded block of marble represents our story. 
Overlooked, rejected – yet we still find ourselves in the hands of an Artist who 
carefully, faithfully, is at work shaping us and carving us into freedom. 
 

Freedom is a precious gift we need to cherish and value, recognising it as a wit-
ness of God’s Kingdom power at work in this world. The beauty of this is that it 
compels us to look outwards. 
 

The apostle Paul writes to the believers of Galatia, ‘It is absolutely clear that 
God has called you to a free life … use your freedom to serve one another in 
love; that’s how freedom grows. For everything we know about God’s Word is 
summed up in a single sentence: Love others as you love yourself. That’s an act 
of true freedom.’ Gal 5 v 13 - 14. 
 
By Victoria Fagg 
Prayer Communications Leader for MAF (Reproduced with permission).  



 

 

  

 
KEDINGTON  
BUTCHERS 

  

TOP QUALITY  
MEATS 

  

Home-cooked 
Hams 
Game 

  
Orders taken 

01440 703119 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 
 

BARNARDISTON – APPEARANCES CAN BE DECEPTIVE 
 

The small village of Barnardiston appears unremarkable in many ways and ra-
ther sleepy to the casual observer, however it is home to a few historical sur-
prises. It is an ancient settlement and, as such, is recorded in the Domesday 
Book. However anyone wishing to look up the entry for the village might have 
some difficulty finding it, as it is recorded in 1086 as ‘cileburna’ (Chilbourne), 
the settlement’s earliest name, and has a population of seven households. Ad-
ditionally, of the 32 scheduled ancient monuments in Suffolk, two are in Bar-
nardiston, including a rare medieval moated site with associated fishponds and 
dovecote belonging to the medieval manor house (no longer in existence), an-
other remarkable fact.  
 
However, Barnardiston’s most recent historical gem is the discovery, in All 
Saints Church, of a rare and significant book from the Early Modern Tudor peri-
od: the first volume of The Paraphrases, on the New Testament the work of the 
great Renaissance Dutch thinker and scholar, Desiderius Erasmus (1469-1536). 
The book dates back to the reign of Edward VI (1537-1553), the only legitimate 
son of Henry VIII. He acceded to the throne in 1547 and held staunch 
Protestant views, continuing the processes of the Reformation and the estab-
lishment of the Church of England.   
 
The book is not a Bible, but rewritings and meditations on the gospels and was 
required by Edward’s Injunctions of 1547 to be kept on display in every church 
in England ‘in some convenient place’ to allow for public access to the text. It 
was subsequently translated into English by Nicholas Udall and sent to the 
printers for distribution in the same year, his dedication is on the first page. Ed-
ward was strongly influenced by his advisors, and as he was only ten years of 
age on his accession, the distribution of the book was probably the work of 
Catherine Parr, the surviving wife of Henry VIII, and Archbishop Thomas Cran-
mer. 
 
The nature of the print is eccentric to say the least and characteristic of early 
modern printing, which was executed by many different printers, meaning that 
there was no 'standard' edition of the book. Therefore, spelling varies from fo-
lio to folio and different elements do not follow chronologically. Intriguingly, 
the book has also had pages removed, a testament to the controversial nature 
of the text during an age of religious turmoil in England. On her accession in 
1553, following the early death of her brother Edward, the Catholic monarch,  



 

 

  Mary, set about dismantling Protestant worship and practice in England, order-
ing that any copies of the book should be destroyed. However, this copy has 
survived, possibly due to the rural location of the village and the Puritan incli-
nations of the powerful Barnardiston family, though several pages have been 
removed. The bindings are in leather and as they have deteriorated, over a pe-
riod of roughly 500 years, the inner padding has been revealed. This consists of 
pre-Reformation Latin texts. After all, paper was costly and Catholic writings 
were no longer required! 
 
This is a wonderful, rare book, representative of a turbulent period in English 
history and reflecting the conflicting religious beliefs of two Tudor monarchs, 
Edward VI and Mary I - quite a find for Barnardiston!   
 
Sally Sadler 
 
Many thanks to Barmardiston and Sally in particular for writing this piece about All Saints’ 
‘hidden gem’ in what I hope will become a new feature in future issues of the Benefice 
News as we focus on each of our churches in turn in our Benefice and learn more about 
their history. Ed. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Beryl Bracken 1937 - 2021 

An abridged version of the eulogy from Beryl’s funeral held on 26th July by kind 
permission of her family. It was important to the family that the ceremony was a 
celebration of Beryl’s life – the sadness of their loss is, of course, great, but a long, 
happy and fulfilled life is something to be celebrated. 
 

Beryl was born in London in July 1937. She would often say that having been born 
within the sound of Bow bells she was a bona fide cockney but her heart was very 
much in Leicester, the birthplace of her parents. Indeed, it was to Leicester she 
would go with her mother Annie to escape the worst of Blitz at the behest of Cyril, 
her father, whilst he remained in London to carry out his role as an ARP warden. 
He would eventually join them there after one too many near misses. 
 

Beryl had a happy childhood, however, her school years were plagued by often 
debilitating nerves whenever exams approached – something that would be with 
her throughout her life whether it be having to speak in public or the build up to 
the church flower festival. However, at no point in her life did it stop her doing 
what needed to be done. After passing A levels at Woodford County High in Ilford 
she gained an apprenticeship at Howard and Sons pharmaceutical laboratories.  
Beryl was extremely proud of the trail that she helped blaze being only the second 
woman to be employed in their labs. After all, Beryl was a feminist. She didn’t like 
that description but she felt passionately that there should be a level playing field 
for women in all walks of life. In fact, she probably believed that women were 
probably better at most things than men – some of you may agree with that! 
Needless to say, her daughter Sue was encouraged to pursue studies in chemistry 
and she made sure that her son Ian could iron a shirt and cook for himself before 
he left home. Beryl’s experience at Howards would stand her in good stead for lat-
er on in life when she got a job as a lab technician at the newly opened Samuel 
Ward Upper School in Haverhill.  
 

Meeting Frank was obviously the big turning point in her life. He was besotted 
with her but Beryl, never one to rush into anything, took her time and after sever-
al proposals finally agreed to marry him. They married in 1961 and got their first 
flat together. Soon afterwards the opportunity of a move from London to Suffolk 
came about. A big and exciting move for two Londoners. So, in 1964 they upped 
sticks and moved to Kedington. Village life suited Beryl– all the activities and the 
sense of community. When they moved in the garden was nothing other than rub-
ble and weeds - goodness only knows how many hours it took to get it to the 
wonderful garden it became.  



 

 

  It was one of Beryl’s passions and gave her so much pleasure right up until her fi-
nal weeks. Never one to blow her own trumpet she was so thrilled to pick up a 
‘Best in Show’ in the horticultural show for one of her beloved fuchsias.  
 

Beryl loved family life – having a household to organise was right up her street. As 
a mother she was firm but fair which was always underpinned by unconditional 
love. Many of the qualities Beryl possessed she shared with her children simply by 
setting an example – respect, compassion, a strong work ethic -– she always felt 
guilty if she believed she had been lazy. She was always supportive and encourag-
ing but in the background. Her loving relationship with Frank was also an example. 
She cared for him during his battle with MS without ever complaining and without 
ever stopping thinking of others too.  Although disappointed not to have been 
provided with a granddaughter she was always delighted to hear of Ollie, Kieran, 
William and Matty’s exploits even though the whys and ways of 21st century teen-
age boys often baffled her. She loved the messages and photos they sent to her 
during her last weeks in hospital. 
 

As a forward to Beryl’s wider life it seems fitting to quote the Girl Guide promise 
as not only was guiding a huge part of her life, the promise seems to embody eve-
rything that Beryl was: 
 

I promise that I will do my best, 
To be true to myself and develop my beliefs, 
To serve the Queen and my community, 
To help other people and to keep the Guide law. 
 

Beryl’s association with guiding was lifelong - through her own youth, to running 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers in Kedington and later with the Trefoil 
Guild. This commitment and passion for the Guiding movement was recognised 
and she was rewarded by being appointed District Commissioner. Frank used to 
like to tease Beryl which for the most part, she enjoyed. Whenever she returned 
from a function or meeting in her full ceremonial uniform (especially if he’d been 
‘testing’ his homemade wine) he would leap to attention and salute her! Joking 
aside, he was immensely proud of this achievement – as all the family all were.  
 

Beryl had a long association with the WI too – something she got so much out of 
and made lasting friendships from; she was also involved with firstly Operation 
Christmas Child and then more recently Links to Hope. Beryl’s faith was hugely im-
portant to her and her association with Kedington church dates back to her early 
days in the village. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 She passionately believed in the importance of the church’s role within the village 
and the wider community and was a Church Warden for 19 years up until her 
death. Sue and Ian were blessed to have been able to spend time with her during 
her final two months. Despite the challenges and tears they shared many laughs 
too. Beryl was very matter of fact about the diagnosis of her illness – well there’s 
nothing we can do about it, is there? - was a familiar refrain. Sorry to be such a 
pain was another.  She never complained. Her faith no doubt played a part in her 
ability to accept it but it was also just in her nature. 
 

During this time, it seems that the things that typified Beryl were amplified. Her 
children both received numerous master classes on the finer arts of dusting and 
cleaning – after all, things have to be done the right way. Even in her worst mo-
ments of suffering in the small hours Lol and Linda were instructed that  certain 
bins could probably do with being emptied or that lights had to be turned off to 
save energy. The doctors at Addenbrooks were told that surely there was some-
one more in need of their attentions and that the NHS’s money could be better 
spent elsewhere. Constantly Beryl was thinking of others – what in her house 
might be of use to someone, cards and presents were sent to Steve and Hilary to 
thank them for putting up with their spouses being away so much.  
 

In the end Beryl defied the doctors – her family thought that perhaps she was 
holding out to go on the same day as Frank, 21st June. That certainly would have 
fitted with her need for things to be neat and tidy. She did hang on to outlast Matt 
Hancock’s ministerial career by a few hours – she never liked having him as her 
MP as he never replied to her emails!  
 

As one final tribute to Beryl we will recall the words of a card 
permanently next to her kitchen calendar – 
 

Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
Courage to change the things I can, 
and wisdom to know the difference. 



 

 

  

 

G M FLOORING 

07966 959 549 

 

Carpets, Amtico, Karndean, Vinyls, Matting and 
floor screeding. 

 
Can supply all leading brands of flooring. Samples on request. 

 
Domestic & commercial work undertaken. 

 

Call Graeme on 07966 959 549 
or email 

graememalyon@hotmail.com 
 

Based in Barnardiston, Suffolk. 

mailto:graememalyon@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thurlow WI - It’s not all jam and cake making! 
 

Would you like to: 
• Be part of a small group of ladies of all ages that like to have fun 
• Make new friends 
• Enjoy some good speakers on a variety of subjects 
• Have a go at some hands on crafts 
• Go on trips to theatres, gardens etc. 
• Feel connected to your local community 

If you answer yes: 
Come along to visit and try us out for a couple of months and see if it’s some-

thing you might like. 
Mail us at thurlowwi@gmail.com or pop into Thurlow village hall on the  
 second Tuesday of the month from 7.30pm and one of our lovely ladies 
  will let you know more.  

Forthcoming events: 
12th October – Burlesque - from empty nest to huge success by  
Lindsey Barrell, aka Ms Cherry Bombe 
9th November – Get ready for Christmas and make your own floral  
table decoration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday 7 November 2021 
Sarah Glasswell, Senior Youth Worker, will be speaking at the service of 

Holy Communion at 10am in Kedington. 
 

Come and hear more about our work in local schools and churches. 

mailto:thurlowwi@gmail.com


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

If you wish to advertise in this publication, please contact Jill Davis 
01440 713137 or jill@gourmet-knights.co.uk 

Well-Seasoned Hardwood 
Firewood for Sale 

 

From Little Bradley Estate 
 

Delivered (locally) in 1 m3 containers  
or loose for £100 per cu. metre 

 
Contact: Colin 07860 841929 
Colin@littlebradleyhall.co.uk 

Example of 1 cubic metre container 
(Maximum length of 12” or smaller) 

Points to ponder 
 

Be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud 
 

Don’t fall into the trap of judging people by their relatives. 
 

Every path will have a few puddles. 
 

God gives every bird its food, but he doesn’t throw it into its nest. 
 

I know God loves everybody, but I don’t think he’s met my sister.(From a six-
year old) 
 

If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging and start praying.  

mailto:Colin@littlebradleyhall.co.uk


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Buddy’s Blog - September 2021 
 
Something very odd happened in the Rectory this summer. 
 
Big brother Jacob was the first to fall ill. He was very hot and tired. He didn’t even 
want to play football with Daddy. He really must have been feeling unwell! Then 
Daddy got sick. He complained of aching and feeling very tired. He was so poorly 
he couldn’t go to work which made him sad. That made me feel uneasy. Things 
were not right at all in our house. Daddy couldn’t even lift his hand to cut the hair 
off his chin. It felt prickly when we cuddled up on the sofa. It’s a shame his hair 
isn’t as soft as mine and Opie’s. 
 
As soon as Jacob was ill, everyone else stayed home. Nobody went out. Even Opie 
and me couldn’t go for long walks outside. Which is a shame because the smells 
are best over the fields and in the parks. We just had to run around the garden. 
This made us all a bit crazy. Even more crazy than usual. 
 
It was an odd sort of time. Big brother Logan stayed in his room. Mummy and 
Daddy kept apart. Even Whisky, our cat brother, kept out of the way. I kept one 
eye on the front garden. People came to the door with bags of goodies and left 
them on the doorstep but didn’t ring the bell. I still barked, which made Opie bark 
and Mummy or Daddy brought the bags inside the house. Nothing in the bags for 
us though. The Treat Lady came to the door one time and Mummy and Daddy 
had a conversation with her. They were calling from the upstairs window and she 
was by the front gate. All very strange.  
 
We had just got used to this strange way of living when we all got in the car and 
drove hundreds of miles to stay in different houses in Scotland. We had lots of 
lovely walks and played on the beach. It was a special time that made up for the 
stress of family being ill at home.  
 
It was my birthday while we were away from home. Birthdays are really special 
times in the Rectory. Balloons, presents, special food, outings. It is so exciting! 
When my birthday came and went with no presents or special things, I was cross 
with Opie. I thought that birthdays had been cancelled because he had eaten 
Mummy’s birthday cards when it was her birthday. I thought nobody cared 
enough to remember my birthday. I became a bit of a grumpy dog. “You spoil it 
for everyone with your bad behaviour!” I told Opie. “Mummy must have been so 
upset with you that nobody is going to get presents or special food or balloons.  



 

 

  Shame on you Opie!” I was cross and sad and disappointed all at once. Not just 
for me but for all of us. No more special days with balloons and ……… but 
wait…….just when I thought everyone had forgotten……….. 
 
“I’m sorry we forgot your birthday, Buddy! Here are your presents to let you 
know we love you”. Mummy gave me a lovely cuddle and rubbed my ears. I didn’t 
know what to do. I felt sorry for being cross with Opie. So sorry, in fact, that I 
shared a birthday chew with him.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PS. Just in case you are interested, my birthday is 11th August.  
 
Buddy 

Now we who are strong ought to, patiently, put 
up with the weaknesses of those who are not 
strong, and not just please ourselves.  
Romans 15 v 1. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Events Diary  

All events subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of diary event. 

Date  Time Event 

  9 October 9am - 1pm Gardening morning at Kedington 

12 October 7pm Wave of Light Baby Loss Service at Kedington 

17 October 4pm Little Wratting - Pet Blessing Service 

  2 November 7pm All Souls Service at Kedington. Please email  
Father Chris the names of loved ones you 
would like to remember. 

12 November 6.30pm Little Bradley Quiz Night - contact Mirjam 01440 
783756 

20 November  2pm Christmas Bonanza at Kedington Community 
Centre 

   

Thursdays 2 - 4pm Centre Café at Kedington Community 
Centre 

   



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Readings during October 

   

 3 18th Sunday after Trinity - Harvest Service John   4:31 - 38 

10 19th Sunday after Trinity  Mark 10:17 - 31 

17 20th Sunday after Trinity - Feast of Luke the  Luke 10:  1 - 9 

 Evangelist (transferred)  

24 Bible Sunday  John   5:36 - 47 

31 Fourth Sunday before Advent Mark 12:28 - 34 

   

   

Gospel Readings during November 

   

  7 Third Sunday before Advent Mark   1:14 - 20 

14 Remembrance Sunday Mark 13:  1 - 8 

21 Christ the King John 18:33 - 37 

28 First Sunday of Advent Luke 21:25 - 36 

   

QR code for  
Stourhead Benefice website 



 

 

   

Evening Prayer on Mondays - new time 

 
Before lockdown, a small group from the Benefice were meeting for evening 
prayer on Mondays. When lockdown started, we transferred this to a ‘virtual 
evening prayer by using Zoom. 
 
We continue to pray on Mondays, sometimes on Zoom and other times in 
Kedington Church at the new time of 6.15pm. 
 
If you would like to join us, please speak to Fr Chris or one of the Ministry 
Team.  
 

Kedington Horticultural Show 2021 
 

This year’s show reverted to the regular format and took place on Saturday 11th 
September in St Peter and St Paul’s Church. Some of the classes were low in num-
ber due to the unusual weather but the culinary section received more exhibits 
than ever.  At the end, the trophies were presented and the prize-winning exhib-
its auctioned at the fete which was running alongside the show.  
 

Trophy winners: 
Keddy Trophy (highest number of points overall) Tony Fuller 
Les Moulton Trophy (best in show; horticultural) Tony Fuller for three stunning 
leeks  
Barbara Moulton Trophy (best in show; culinary) Margaret Starling for cheese 
scones 
Jeannie Lee Memorial Trophy (mixed garden flowers) Therese Nicholls 
Rose Driscoll Memorial Trophy (best single rose, any variety) Tony Fuller 
Mike Driscoll Trophy (best in show; children’s) George and Alistair Myatt for  
their garden on a saucer 
#kedingtonrocks Trophy Max Bell 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped set up, run the show and the auction, clear 
up at the end and in particular to those who entered. The show and the fete to-
gether raised over £900 for church funds. 
 

Jeanie Smith & Jill Davis 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Home Communion – Pastoral Care 
 

The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Communion of 
the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform Fr Chris, or a mem-
ber of the Ministry Team, of parishioners who are sick or in hospital, and 
of those who are in need of pastoral care. 
 

Ministry Team 
Fr Chris Giles       01440 762901 
Sharon Brandon  01440 786665 
Jill Davis                 01440 713137 
Mary Upton            01440 706237 

Baptisms: We welcome into God’s family Alfred Stanton who was baptised at 
Great Bradley on 18th September, Vivvy Florence McNally who was baptised at 
Kedington on 19th September, Ryan Hayes who was baptised at Little Thurlow 
on 26th September, Alexander Player who was baptised at Kedington on 26th 
September, Barnabas and Samantha Goodey who were baptised at Great 
Wratting on 27th September and Caroline Healey who was baptised at Keding-
ton on 29th September. 
Holy Matrimony: We congratulate Zoe Turney and Josh Radford who were 
married at All Saints Little Bradley on 25th September. We wish them well at 
the start of their life together. 
Funeral: The funeral of the late Peter Woodard took place at St Peter’s Little 
Thurlow on the 11th August. The funeral of the late Irene Dyson was held at St 
Mary’s Church Little Wratting on 20th August. 
 

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 
 

Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at our Ben-
efice website where there is useful information about both baptisms and wed-
dings. 

Churches in the Benefice open for Private Prayer: 
St Mary the Virgin, Great Bradley is always open for private prayer. 
 
St Peter’s Little Thurlow is open daily usually at 9am and closes about 5 or 6pm. 
 
St Peter and St Paul’s will be open daily between 9am and 4pm.  
 



 

 

  

   October 2021  

Sun  3 10:00 Little Bradley Holy Communion  

  10:00 Kedington Family Service 

Sun 10   8:00 Kedington Said Holy Communion 

  10:00 Great Thurlow Holy Communion 

Tue 12 19:00 Kedington Wave of Light  - Baby Loss service 

Sun 17 10:00 Little Thurlow Holy Communion 

   Great Wratting Family Communion 

Sun  24 10:00 Great Bradley Holy Communion 

  18:00 Kedington Evensong 

Sun 31 10:00 Little Wratting Holy Communion 

   Barnardiston Family Service 

   November 2021  

Tue  2 19:00 Kedington All Souls Service 

Sun  7 10:00 Kedington  Holy Communion  

  10:00 Little Bradley Family Service 

Sun  14   8:00 Kedington Said Holy Communion 

  10:50 Great Thurlow Remembrance Service 

  10:50 Kedington Remembrance Service and Parade 

Sun 21 10:00 Great Wratting Holy Communion   

   Little Thurlow Family Service 

Sun 28 10:00 Great Bradley Holy Communion   

  18:00 Kedington Evensong 

   December 2021  

Sun  5 10:00 Little Bradley Holy Communion 

  10:00 Kedington Family service 

SERVICE ROTA* 

 Mid-week Eucharist* at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am  

*All services subject to current Covid-19 restrictions in place at time of service. Please check Benefice 

website for more information www.stourheadbenefice.org or contact Fr Chris Giles 01440 762901.  
Good hygiene practises are maintained during Holy Communion.  


